
Rotary Book Prize Project CANNOCK ROTARY CLUB 
 

1943 – 1944 President - Rotarian P. Wardle 
Concern with young people was shown in March 1944, by the suggestion of a 
Book Prize or Medal for senior school pupils. This met with support by the Club, 
but the first award was not made until 1946. 
 
1944 – 1945 President - Rotarian S. H. Stanton 
Rotary Book Prize Project which refers to the "special class held at Belt Road 
School for scholars proposing to enter the teaching profession". 
 
1945 - 1946 President - Rotarian R. Lloyd-Williams 
In March 1946 the Club resolved that a Rotary Book Prize (value 3/-) should be 
awarded to Winifred Oakley of Chase High School as a result of excellent 
character reference given by Miss Prestly, the Headmistress. A suitably inscribed 
volume of Shakespeare, was presented in July 1946 at an Open Day at the Belt 
Road School. 
 
1947 - 1948 President - Rotarian S. C. A. Webb 
This year saw the first full Rotary Book Prize Day initiated by President Sam. 
Presentations were made to pupils from six Secondary schools by the Club's 
Founder President John Salmon at a luncheon meeting on May, 4th 1948. 
 
1949 - 1950 President - Rotarian G. A. Jones 
Book Prize Day was held in June 
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1950 - 1951 President - Rotarian C. Hotchkiss 
Rotary Prize Day took place in June. 
 
1953 – 1954 President - Rotarian Oliver Wood 
In June the Book Prizes were presented 
 
1955 – 1956 President - Rotarian B. Burrell Davis 
Rotary Prize Day was held as usual during June and pupils from the new 
Cannock Grammar School were included for the first time. 
 
1956 – 1957 President - Rotarian D. Cameron McGill 
A party of Rotarians was shown round the new Grammar School by the 
Headmaster, Mr. Pomfret. The annual book prize day took place as usual in June. 
 



 

 

 

1960 – 1961 President - Rotarian Harold W. Corns 
The annual book prizes to Cannock pupils were presented in June. This year that 
the method of selecting pupils was varied by the use of an essay on International 
Affairs - "How best do you think the Commonwealth can serve world peace". 
 
1961 – 1962 President - Rotarian George A. Jervis 
A very successful Prize Day for local schools once again awarded to pupils who 
had lived up to the motto of "Service above self". The prizes were presented by 
the Mayor of Walsall (H.F. Truman) who was a Past President of the Walsall 
Rotary Club and one of the sponsors of the Cannock Club in 1935-36. 
 
1962 – 1963 President - Rotarian Harry H. Hopper 
The Rotary Prize Day was very successful once again 
 
1965 – 1966 President - Rotarian C. G. Beddow 
In May, the Chief Education Officer, Mr. N. Browning presented book prizes to 
secondary school pupils 

1971 – 1972 President - Rotarian Ernest H. Humphries 
Prize Day was exceptionally successful and a very good atmosphere created, 
although many Rotarians believed that presenting books to school libraries was 
not as satisfactory as giving them to individual pupils; the system should not 
have been changed without far greater thought. 
 
1972 – 1973 President - Rotarian James T. Dowding 
Prize Day, early in April, reverted to the former practice of presenting books to 
individual boys and girls. 
 
1975 – 1976 President - Rotarian Roger M. Dolphin 
A tribute was paid to Past President Sam Webb who during his presidency in 
1948 instituted a Prize Day for pupils in local schools who epitomised Rotary 
ideals. He established a tradition which has continued to the present day, a fitting 
memorial to the work of someone whose life consisted of service to others 

1982 – 1983 President - Rotarian Roger H. Taylor 
Prize Day was excellent as usual with Peter Cheeseman proving to be a most 
interesting speaker. 
 
1984 – 1985 President – Rotarian George Wilson 
District Governor Don Rowland was the guest of honour at Prize Day in March 
 


