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24th October, 1935 
In due course the Inaugural Meeting was held on 24th October, 1935.  
The interim officers being:  
President, J. Salmon;  
secretary and speakers' secretary, B. Burrell-Davis;  
treasurer W. Henson.  
The first lunch was held on Wednesday, 20th November, 1935. It is interesting to 
note that the Club first started to meet on Wednesdays, the present meeting day. 
(The day was changed to Tuesday shortly before the Charter Night). 
 

During the period between 

inauguration and charter the Club 

received a number of visits from 

neighbouring Clubs at their weekly 

luncheons, particularly from the 

Walsall Club. Among the early 

speakers were such celebrities as 

Rotarian Tom Warren and Sir 

Charles Mander. 

 

The Club received its Charter at a 

Dinner held for that purpose at the 

Old Queen's Hall, Cannock on Monday, 

4th May, 1936.  

Over 120 Rotarian and ladies were 

present on that occasion and many 

Clubs were represented. Willenhall 

was represented by Rotarian Clem 

Beddow. 

 

The Charter was presented by the District Chairman of that time Rotarian Edwin 

Marks, of the Stoke on Trent Club, to our first President, Rotarian John Salmon. 

He also proposed a toast to the Rotary Club of Cannock, to which the President 

responded. 

Letters of congratulation were received from Rotary Clubs all over the world. 

 

The initial formation of a group of men who were to be the founders of the Rotary 
Club of Cannock took place in 1935 under the sponsorship of the Rotary Club of 

Walsall. 
 


